jg2                                  TO THE STUDENTS

not retort that if there was no atmosphere, what can even
these students do ? They can do a lot. Had their devotion to
their mission been intenser than it has been, they would have
created an atmosphere that would have compelled the students
of Government schools and colleges to leave them. What they
have not been able to do hitherto, they can do even now."

Young India, 23-1-1930
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A DISCOURSE  ON PRAYER*

I am glad that you all want me to speak to you on the
meaning of and the necessity for prayer. I believe that prayer
is the very soul and essence of religion, and therefore prayer
must be the very core of the life of man, for no man can live
without religion. There are some who in the egotism of their rea-
son declare that they have nothing to do with religion. But it is
like a man saying that he breathes but that he has no nose,
Whether by reason, or by instinct, or by superstition, man ac-
knowledges some sort of relationship with the divine. The
rankest agnostic or atheist does acknowledge the need of a
moral principle, and associates something good with its obser-
vance and something bad with its non-observance. Bradlaugh,
whose atheism is well known, always insisted on proclaiming
his innermost conviction. He had to suffer a lot for thus speak-
ing the truth, but he delighted in it and said that truth is its
own reward. Not that he was quite insensible to the joy result-
ing from the observance of truth. This joy however is not at
all worldly, but springs out of communion with the divine. That
is why I have said that even a man who disowns religion cannot
and does not live without religion.

Now I come to the next thing, viz,, that prayer is the
very core of man's life, as it is the most vital part of religion,
Prayer is either petitional or in its wider sense is inward com-
munion. In either case the ultimate result is the same. Even,
wfoen it is petitional, the petition should be for the cleansing'

* Addressed to boys during the Chhatra Sammelana held at Ahmedaba&J